
 

Environmental Commission 

Minutes 
19 June 2017 

      
Present: Ken Miller, Ed Komczyk, Carl Ford, Maureen Concordia, Eric Agren, Domenic Lanciano and Miriam Reichenbach.  
Alt: Rich Rodack 
Twp: Adam Reid  
Call to Order: Ken Miller called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.  
Secretary’s Report: Ed, and Carl seconded, a motion to accept the April minutes as presented. The secretary reported that she sent 
“thank you” notes to COIM and Solvay for their donations.   Eric asked if we could change Joe Rhyner’s choice of words in his 
comments at the May meeting. Joe made comments as a member of the public, and this committee has no authority to edit his choice 
of words. We did agree to add the word “comments” to Joe’s remarks. Carl moved that we pass the amended minutes; seconded by 
Ed; passed. 
Public Comment: Carl distributed the new Environmental Commission Handbooks. Ed agreed to store extra copies at home. 
 
Old Business:  

ERI Update:  Ed reported that Melissa Andrews has been out of touch, but she is probably working on our report.  
Water Quality Update: Adam suggested we look at page 5 of the WDT Water Quality Report. Random testing has been conducted 
around the township, based on varying criteria. Lead was an issue in one older home. Sodium spike reported in one area. Overall, all 
the test levels were within the state standards. Ed asked about the key headings. It appears that some testing was done at well sites 
and some at faucet level. Carl mentioned an email list called “next door neighbor” which contained discussion regarding water quality 
issues being asked by locals. Rich asked if we had water quality tests from American NJ Water. Something to be looked into. Should 
we also examine the status of treatment regarding removal of PFCs?  
 
 
Chairperson’s Report: We received official notification that we are members of Tall Pines. There is a brownfield site in Gloucester 

City; we received notification because we are downstream of the site. There was an oil spill of about 1,100  gallons at the gas station in 
Southwood Shopping Center. If there any questions, direct them to the twp administrator, who is in contact with the DEP. Rich asked 
how the spill was discovered. A neighbor reported an odor. Further discussion raised the issue of why the Environmental Commission 
didn’t know about this situation prior to publication in the newspaper. After all, we are the face of environmental issues in West 
Deptford. Ken reported that there was no Green Team meeting. He is discouraged and losing interest in being involved with that 
project.  
 
New Business:  

Communication with Residents: Facebook is quite active and getting some good feedback.   
Grants: Nothing new.There is money available, but nothing in our township. 
Wi-Fi policy was distributed, signed and collected. Members have an emailed copy for future reference. 
Planning: Eric stated that there may be a warehouse issue on the agenda next week. There were some questions about the Huntsman 
application (E-Commerce), and the recharging of water. After much discussion about drains, truck storage, etc. we were informed of an 
open meeting on 27 June. Rich asked if we needed to revise our comments on the plans, or could we expect the board to respond to 
our original comments. Eric explained that the ECs comments were discussed by the PB and its professionals, and that the audio tapes 
of the meeting are available if someone is interested in hearing exactly what took place. Once again, there was lengthy discussion 
about our role as an advisory group to the Planning Board. It was discussed that the PB is not required to respond in writing to the ECs 
comments or questions, since the comments are a consideration during an open PB meeting.  Eric will get us an answer regarding 
“recharging” water. 
Financial Report: Maureen reported that the budget is approved. We received $4400; our current balance is $3752. There is $4000 in 
the trust fund. Please come to the next meeting with some ideas of how we might best use these dollars. Maureen is going to ask why 
we paid the Shade Tree Commission any money. 
 
For the Good of the Order: Domenic spoke of the Lodge property and the need for signs indicating this is a wildlife management area. 

There were some questions about access to the area, the lack of parking, and whether or not hunting is permitted here. Carl asked that 
we read the new commissioners’ handbook. 
Adjourn: At 8:55 p.m. Domenic moved, and Miriam seconded a motion to adjourn the meeting. 
  `  
 

 
Dates to Remember: 

17 July        Meeting of the Environmental Commission, 7:00 p.m., Riverwinds 



 
  
  

 
 


